
1.  The 2030 Agenda combines development and 
environmental matters.

MDGs: With their focus on the social dimension of 
 development, the MDGs disregarded important areas for 
comprehensive sustainable development. Interactions 
 between the goals were given little consideration. Alongside 
partially incoherent policies, this resulted in policy ap-
proaches in individual sectors negatively impacting on 
other sectors.

SDGs: One of the major achievements of the 2030 Agenda 
is that, for the first time, the social, economic and ecological 
dimensions of sustainable development as mutually de-
pending factors are given equal importance. The new goals 
for sustainable development represent all three dimensions 
of sustainable development. They recognise the complexity 
of our reality: people do not live in silos or sectors that are 
separated from each other. Global challenges are closely 
interlinked. The range of topics of the 2030 Agenda is 
vast: current challenges such as sustainable growth and the 
validity of the rule of law are represented, in addition to 
sensitive topics such as political participation and repro-
ductive health. The goal is a comprehensive transformation 
at the level of the state, the private sector and society. 
 Sustainability becomes the guiding principle for all action.

2.  The 2030 Agenda was created through a 
 participative and transparent process.

MDGs: The MDGs were devised in a small circle of 
 experts of the United Nations (UN), the World Bank and 
the OECD.

SDGs: The Agenda is the result of a three-year consultation 
and negotiation process, which is one of the most partici-
pative and transparent processes in the history of the UN. 
It was developed with the broad participation of various 

Development history 

In a historic moment the member states of the United 
 Nations (UN) unanimously adopted the 2030 Agenda 
along with the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, SDGs at 
the UN Sustainable Development Summit in September 
2015. The 2030 Agenda is a resolution of the United 
 Nations General Assembly. This Agenda brings together 
two agendas that were originally separate from one another, 
the Poverty and Development Agenda Millennium 
 Development Goals, MDGs and the Sustainability Agenda 
(Rio  Process). 

Five years before the expiry of the MDGs, arrangements 
for a follow-up agenda began with the Millennium 
 Conference 2010. In 2012 the High-level Panel of Eminent 
Persons was founded to advice the post-2015 process. It 
submitted its highly acclaimed report to the UN Secretary 
General in 2013. Also in 2012, the Rio+20 Conference 
laid the basis for the SDGs. In the final statement of the 
Rio+20 Conference, the international community resolved 
to develop universally applicable goals for sustain able 
 development. At the same time, the Open Working Group, 
OWG, which developed concrete suggestions for the  
SDGs was established. In September 2013, the post-2015 
nego tiations and the Rio process were merged and  
nego tiated together. The result of these negotiations is  
the 2030 Agenda!

Differences to the Millennium  
Development Goals (MDGs) 

The 2030 Agenda goes much further than the MDGs. It 
continues the unfinished business of the MDGs, compen-
sates for weak points and builds on the experiences of 
 successful implementation. This is directly reflected in five 
essential features of the Agenda. 
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The new features  
of the 2030 Agenda



paths. Means of implementation such as the mobilisation 
of national and international funding, the promotion of  
a fair trade system as well as support for technology trans-
fer and capacity development are important elements of 
the agenda.

5.  The agenda includes a strong review mechanism. 
MDGs: The UN Secretary General links the lack of pro-
gress on the MDGs to ‘unmet commitments, inadequate 
resources, lack of focus and accountability, and insufficient 
interest in sustainable development’.

SDGs: The Agenda 2030 is monitored through regular 
and inclusive reviews on a national, regional and global 
level. The reviews are conducted in order to check the 
 efficiency and effectiveness of national implementation 
measures and to precisely track and exchange successes 
and challenges in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 
An important element is the inclusion of all relevant 
stakeholders from government, civil society, the private 
sector and academia as well as the increased focus on 
 mutual learning as an incentive system for joint policy-
making. In this form the review mechanism increases the 
level of transparency in the implementation process and 
strengthens accountability, especially towards countries’ 
own populations. 

stakeholder groups (academia, the private sector and civil 
society). This established a great sense of ownership on the 
part of all UN member states and all stakeholders in-
volved. Multi-stakeholder approaches are still an essential 
means of implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

3. The 2030 Agenda is universally applicable.
MDGs: The MDGs were formulated with little transpar-
ency by development experts and were focussed on devel-
oping and emerging countries. They followed a top-down 
social policy and required heavy investments in education, 
health and development projects. 

SDGs: With the 2030 Agenda, the classic donor-recipient 
mentality is abandoned. The SDGs are universal and apply 
to all states worldwide, to developing, emerging and in-
dustrialised countries alike. The international community 
recognises: there is a need for development in every country 
and every country must contribute to sustainable develop-
ment through its national policy-making. Each country 
defines its own individual contributions within the limits 
of its national capacities, policies and level of development.

4.  The 2030 Agenda defines the means  
of implementation. 

MDGs: The MDGs stipulated the means of implementation, 
MoI merely in Goal 8 “Global Partnership”. MoI were 
thus methodically on a same level as the other goals. They 
were also predominantly targeted at the Official Develop-
ment Assistance, ODA. 

SDGs: The policies and measures of the Addis Ababa 
 Action Agenda for increasing development funding are an 
integral component of the 2030 Agenda. This places par-
ticular emphasis on the individual responsibility of nation 
states in the formation of transformative development 
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